



ae 
7 
vA 
« 
ow 
4 
rt 
# 


pees. 


57, ee aS 


Oe ee 


x: 
See tk 


— 
Se aes 


Brag = oe 


et See 


CHRISTIAN HERALD. | 





~o 





ean 





No. 5. 


PORTS MOUTH, N. i?. NOP. 2, i891. 


Vo i 











ILLUSTRATIONS OF OBSCURE AND DIFFICULT PASSAGES OF 
SCRIPTURE. 


« AND it came to pafs in thofe 
Jays when Mofes was grown, that 
he went out unto hts brethren, 
and looked on their burdens ; and 
he fpied an Egyptian frpiting an 
Hebrew, one of his brethren.— 
And he looked this way and that 
way, and when he faw there was 
no man, he flew the Egyptian, 
and hid him in the fand.” Exod. 
fi. LI—14. 

From the comment of Stephen 
on this paffage in the Acts, (chap. 
ii. 25.) that Mofes fuppofed from 
this act, that his brethren would 
have underftood that God,by him, 
was to deliver them, we are au- 
thorifed to concluds, that he acted 
on this oceafion by a divine inti- 
mation; and that he had already 
a prefentiment at leat, of the di- 
vine purpote to effeé the libera- 
tien of Ifrael by his hand. It is 
a very probable conjecture enter- 
tained by fome, that in his fubfe- 
etuent flight, Mofes yielded toa 
culpable diftruft of the providence 
and promifes of God; and that 
the deliverance of the nation was 
delayed many years tm confe- 

uence. Without doubt the com- 
miflion which he received in Ho- 
reb was much more exprefs, than 
any previous intimation that 
might have beea afforded him in 


Egypt. 
G 


The forty-ninth chapter of 
Genefis, from the third to the 
twenty-feventh verfe, inclufive, 
contains a prophetic account of 
what was to befall the tribes of 
Ifrael at a remote period, then 
future. The concifenefs and fig- 
urative nature of the language, in- 
volve the meaning of feveral ex. 
preffions at this diftance of time, 
in confiderable obfcurity. But as 
refpe&s the general import of the 
prophecies which it contains, 2 
careful attention to the language 
and fubjects, will enable us to form 
a very fatisfactory conclufion, 

“ Reuben, thou art my firk- 
born, my might, and the begins 
ning of my ftreagth, the excel. 
lency of dignity, and the oxcel- 
lency of power. Un‘table as 
water, thou fhalt not excel, be. 
caufe thou wenteft up to thy fa. 
ther’s bed, then defiledft thou it ; 
he went up to my couch.” vy, 3, 4, 

Reuben is here formally inveft- 
ed with the prerogatives of the 
primogeniture, in order that his 
degredation might appear the 
more humiiating, The charac. 
teriitic “ unftable as water,” Scott 
fays, relates, with the preceeding 
expreffions, to the difpofitions of 
the patriarch Reuben, and is not 
a deicristion of the charaer of 
his triber  ‘Vhou fhalt not excel.” 
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And no fingle proofs of the fupe- 
riority of this tribe, either in num- 
bers or dignity, occurs in the 
whole facred hiftory. Nor is there 
mention made of any judge, 
prince, prophet or renowned per- 
fon, defcénded from the tribe,— 
Dathan and Abiram alone, par- 
tially diflinguifhed themfelves by 
their rebellion againft Mofes, and 


againft God, and were deftroyed . 


in the wildernefs. 

‘¢Simeon and Levi are breth- 
ren; inftruments of cruelty are in 
their habitations. -O, my foul, 
come not thou into their fecret: 
unto their aflembly, mine henor, 
be not thou united : for, in their 
anger they flew a man, and in 
their felf-will, they digged down a 
wall. - Curfed be their anger, for 
it was fierce, and their wrath, for 
it was cruel: I will divide them 
in Jacob, and f{catter them in If- 
rael.” xlix. 5, 6, 7. 

The wanton cruelty exercifed 
by thefe two brethren in the 
flaughter of the Shechemites, is 
the crime here denounced with 
fuch {trong expreflions of abhor- 
rence, by the dying patriarch It 
ferved as the occafion for the pre- 
diction contained in the lait claufe 
of the paflage, ‘I will divide them 
in Jacob, and featter them in IL- 
raei,” which was fulfilled in tke 
future circumftances of thefe two 
tribes. The inheritance of Sime- 
on fell within the lot of Judah; 
(Jofh. xix. 1—9.) and afterwards 
becoming two {mall for the tribe, 
forced a part to remove in quett 
of another settlement. The Jews 
likewife have a traditioa, that 
numbers of the tribe were difperf- 
ed throughout the country as in- 

ructors of children for their fup- 
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port. ‘The tradicion as respegs 
the tribe of Levi, was likewife 
exactly fulfilled ; but their dif 


perfion, as the minifters and 
priefts of God, was rendered both ° 


an honor and a blefling to them. 
“ Judah, thou art he whom thy 
brethren fhall praife; thine hand 
shall be in the neck of thine ene. 
mies ; thy father’s sons fhall bow 
down before thee. Judah is a lion’s 
whelp ; from ihe prey, my son, 
thou art gene up: he stooped, he 
couched asa lion, and as an old 
lion ; who fhail :oufe him up? 
The fceptre fhall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from be. 
tween his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him fhall the gathering 
of the people be+ binding his 
foal unto the vine, and his afs’s 
coit unto the choice vine, he 
wafhed his garments in wine, and 
his clothes in the blood of grapes : 
his eyes fhall be red with wine, 


and his teeth white with milk.”— 


xlix. 5—[2. 

Judah, thou art he whom thy bre 
thren foall praise. Vhe name-‘Ju- 
dah, tignifies praife ; and the pre- 
diction denotes the fpecial honor 
which the other tribes {hould con- 
fer on that of Judah. In nearly 
every age, this tribe was more 
honored than any other. It en- 
joyed the precedency in the en- 
campments in the wildernefs, In 
prefenting oblations at the fanctu- 
ary, in the divifion of Canaan, and 


in going forth to the wars of the - 


nation ; and feems always to have 
outnumbered every other tribe. 
Thy hand fhall be in the neck of 


thine enemies, thy father’s children 


fhall bow down before thee 3 Judah 


ts alion’s whelp ; from the prey, my 


_ fonthou art gone up: he feoped down; 
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he couched as @ lion, and as, an old 
Jion 3 who fball roufe him up ? 

In moft of the wars of Ifrael 
the foices of Judah were the moft 
numerous, active and fuccefsful. 
Yt was the ruling tribe. The roy- 
al family which reigned over ei- 
ther the whole or a part of the 
nation for 400 years, belonged to 
it. At length the tribes of Ben- 
jamin and Levi, entirely united 
themfelves to Judah ;_ the whole 
country received the name ; and, 
at laft, the nation itfelf came to 
be called Jews, which is only a 
contraéion of Judeans. 

The -fcepire fhall not depart from 
Judah, nor a law-giver from between 
his feet until Shiloh come. The 
fcepire, and Jaw-giver, in this paf- 
fage, are commonly underltcod, 
figuratively to denote diftinc 
tribe-fhip,and authority in t egy 
whether legiflative or judicial.— 
The original import Shileh, is 
not certainly known, batall agree 
in referring it to the Messiah. — 
The tribe of Judah retained the 
fupreme authority until the cap- 
tivity. Even in Babylon, it is 
manifeft, that this tribe, and othe 
ers which adhered to it enjoyed 
many privileges; and among the 
reft, that of appointing ther own 
officers, and adminiftering their 
own internal gevernment. On 
the reftoration. it regained its for- 
mer afcendency ; furnifheda race 
of princes until the Roman con- 
queft; and even under the em- 
pire, had its own Sanhedrim, and 
enjoyed the power of felf-govern- 
ment ina very confiderable de- 
gree. But within a very few 
years after the crucifixion of the 
Meffiah, this tribe finally loft its 
feperate exiftenee, and with it ev- 

H 
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ery femblance of authority.— 

And unto him Jfhall the gathering 
of the people be. ‘This relates either 
to Judah, or the Meffiah. Inthe 
former fenfe, it has already been 
feen to de fulfilled. In the latter 
it was efpecially accomplifhed in 
the converfion of both Jews and 
Gentiles, in the firft ages of chrif- 
tianity ; and fubfequently, in the 
prefervation and increafe of the 
church in every age. 

Binding his foal unto the vine, 
and his afs’s colt unto the choice vine 5 
he wafbed his garments in wine. and 
bis clothes in the blood of grapes.” 

“ Thefe verfes relate to the lot 
of Judah in Canaan, and the ad. 
vantages they would enjoy along 


with the other tribes. They fore- 
told that Judah’s inheritance 


fhould abound in vines, fo large 
that they would tie their youn 
afles to them, and {fo finitfal 
that they would loadithem from 
them; and that they fhould be 
fo much employed about them as 
to have their garments fta:ned 
with the juice.” A defcription 
entirely ajplicable to their future 
condition.— Repertory. 

07:0000—— 

The aftonifbed Atheiff —An athe 
ift being asked by a profeffor of 
chriitianity, how he ceuld quiet 
his conicience in fo defperate a 
flate? repied, “as much am I 
altonifhed at yourfelf that, believ- 
ing the christian religion to be 
true, youcan quiet your conscience, 
in living so much like the world. 
Did | believe what you profeds, 
I fhould think no care! no dili. 
gence n& zeal, enough.” Alafs ! 
that there fhould be fill fo much 
occafion given by chriftains for the. 
aftonifhment of atheifts, 
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For the Christian Hera'd. 


Extra of a letter from Elder Dan- 
iel Call, to the Editor, dated Stan- 
ford, Dutchefs co. N. Y. Nov. 5, 
1821. 

Dear Brother—I take this op- 
portunity to inform you of the 
lorious work of God in this 
place. While Maboring in the 
county of Green laft fall, I had 
an impreffion of mind to go to 

Dutches county, and preach 

‘Chrift to the people in that place 

Accordingly I went,being inform. 

ed that there had never been any 

of the Chriftian preachers in: that 
place to make any itand. I found 
fome friends that opened their 
doors for preaching. The news 
foon fpread that there was a new 
preacher come into the place and 
preached new doétrine. This 
caufed many from the different 
denominations to come and hear 
for themfelves ; and the attention 
af many was called up to feek the 
welfare of their fouls. A few 
was foon hopefully converted to 

God. For three weeks I think 

there was the greateft union a- 

mong the different denomina- 

tions that ever I faw, and many 
were folicitous that I fhould ftay 
and preach with them. As foon 

as I gave encouragement that I 

would preach with them for a 

year, oppofitien began to arife, 

and the enemies of Chrift begin 
to report that the man Tis 
good doctrine but has bad princi- 
ples, and he wont preach them 
till he gets a fociety formed ; and 
I am forty to have it to fay that 
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ow 


thefe reports were generally made 
by preachers and proteffors of re. 
ligion who ufed all their influence 
to fhut the doors again{t me, raif. 
ing and circulating the moft {can. 
dalous falfehoods that mortals 
could invent. ‘This caufed many 
from the different towns to come 
and hear for themtelves. Not- 
withftanding ali the oppofition, 
God gave me favor in the fight of 
the people, and doors were open- 
ed in every direction, from the 
different towns, more than I could 
attend, to preach twice every day. 
Many hundreds came out to hear 
the word. Notwith{tanding the 
influence to prejudice the peo- 
ple’s minds yet generally fpeak- 
ing they appear to be fo independ. 
ent as to have a mind of their 
own, and when they hear the plain 
truth declared they receive it with 
all readinefs of mind, and fearch 
the fcriptures to fee if thefe things 
were {o. | 

I attended meetings conttantly 
through the winter; a number 
was under conviction but not ma- 
ny converted till the month of 
May. On the 22d of May the 
Church was acknowledged con- 
fitting of four members befides 
myfelf. A requeft was then 
made that if there were any pre- 
fent that were determined to feek 
the Lord and were defirous for 
the prayers of the faints, that they 
would come forward ; about for- 
ty then came intothe broad aifle, 
and kneeled; one was hopefu'ly 
converted. From that time the 
work {pread, and foon got into 
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a number of different towas. The 
congregations were fo large that 
no houfe could contaia them and 
we were obliged to repair to the 
grove. There has been about 
one hundred and fifty hopefully 
converted to God. There has 
been ninety four received iato fel- 
lowfhip. Only two have joined 
any other fociety. And the work 
of the Lord is ftill fpreading. 
For the Chriftian Herald. 

From Elder Fofeph Bailey to the 
Editor, dated Pomfret, Uhateau- 
gay co. N. Y. O&. 31, 1821. 
Dear Brother—Having often 

been refrefhed by the pleafing 
news of the increafe of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, (conveyed 
through the medium of the Her. 
ald) I alfo take this opportunity 
to caft in my mite hoping it may 
be comforting to the faints fcat- 
tered abroad. 

Our General Meeting in this 
place commenced ;the firft Satur- 
day of the prefent month ; and 
was attended by Elders John Che- 
ney, Samuel Cilley, William True, 
Jeremiah Gates, Collins and 
Simeon Bifhop, with a number of 
unordained preachers and many 
brethren from different parts, who 
appeared to meet in the name of 
Cheift, and he was truly in the 
midft. A numerous concourfe of 
people attended, to whom the 
word of life was faithfully preach- 
ed, and many fpiritual éxhorta- 
tions were delivered by both 
brethren and fifters. Good order 
and harmony prevailed through 
the meeting. The feafon was 
truly refrefhing and I hope the 
fruit of the feed thus fown will be 
feen afier many days. When I 
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compare this with. the ftate of 
things in thefe regicns when | 
firit vifited them, ] can almoft fay 
like Simeon, * Now letteft thou 
thy fervant depart in peace—fcr 
mine eyes have feen thy falvation. 
On Monday following, the above- 
named Elders and many breth- 
ren met in Confcrence where ma- 
ny things that pertain to the wel- 
fare of Zion were converfed upon 
ina fpiritoflove Prother Allen 
Huntly gave us an account of his 
travels and fuccefs in preaching 
the gofpel in Upper Canada, 
where he had been laboring fora 
few months pal, being led to vifit 
that place by  feading a let- 
ter from fifter Mary Stogdiul, 
and .publifhed in the Herald, 
{See No. 2, Vol. 4.) He alfo 
prefented us a letter from a num- 
ber of brethren in North Guillin- 
bury near lake Simcoe Upper 
Canada, where his labors had been 
bleffed to the awakening and con- 
verfion of a number of the inhab- 
itants, requefting that the faid 
Allen Huntly fhould be ordained, 
as there were a number there who 
wifhed to be baptized, and they 
were well fatisfied with him as a 
minifter of the gofpel. 

The Conference took into con- 
fideration the faid requeft and af- 
ter much confultation and prayer 
to the Lord for wifdom, it feemed 
good unto us to fend .chofen men 
with brother Huntly that they 
might fet in order the things thgt 
were wanting. And the Spirit 
bade Elder Simeon Bifhop and 
myfelf to gc wth him, nothing 
doubting. Morecver the Confer- 
ence gave us letters of commen- 
dation to the faid brethren in Can- 
ada, who had believed through 

















106 Christian Herald. VOL 4, 


grace. We left home the 9th inf. 
crofled Lake Erie, fpent the firlt 
day of the week with the brethren 
in Porter; embarked at Fort 
George and after a tempeftuous 
voyage arrived at York on the 
17th, and the next day at New- 
market where we were kindly re- 
ceived by fifter Stogdill. On the 
morrow we arrived at Lake Sim- 
coe where we faw the grace of 
God and was glad. The good 
work of the Lord was ftill going 
on and the namber of converts 
were almoft daily increafed. We 
tarried wiih them. a few days, 

reached a number of times, vif 
ited from howe to houfe and 
found that while many were fay- 
ing ‘come and hear all ye that 
fear God and I will tell you what 
he has done for my foul,’ the lan- 

uage of others was, ‘ firs what 
mult I dotobefavéd. The meet- 
ings we held with them-were tru- 
ly refrefhing. The groans of the 
wounded were. mingled with the 


‘fongs of the faints, while the fpir- 


itual exhortation from the lips of 
the heavenborn converts, feemed 
fufficient to move the heardeft 
heart. 


On the. firft. day-of- the week 
almoft the whole fettlement came 
together, and after preaching the 
word brother Allen Huntly was 
fet apart to the work of the min- 
iftry by fafting, prayer, and the 
laying on of hands. We. then 
repaired to the fhore of lake Sim- 


coe becaufe there was much wa. 


ter there, and brother Huntly. 
went down into the water and 
baptized ten happy converts ac- 
cording to the New Teftament, 
and a number more were deter- 





mined to follow their Lord in this 3 


ordinance in a few days A 
church was acknowledged ip 
New Teftameat order, with Chrift 


for thew Head and the Scriptures | ™ 


for their rule, which, when we 
left them confefted of forty three 
members well united. The earn- 
eft requeft of thofe happy faints, 
as well as brother Huntly, who 
we left with them, was that they 
Lrethren in the States would pray 
for them, and that more faithful 
Minifters may vifit them. Who. 
ever may feel it their duty to go, 
I think will find the fields all 
white ready to harveft. May the 
Lord fend fathful Jaborers into 
that part of his vineyard. 

I have again arrived at home 
and feel to thank God, that not- 
withftanding I have in this jour- 
ney undergone fome hardfhips by 
hunger and fatigue, yét my mind. 
has been kept in peace, and none 
of tnefe things move me. 


For the Christian Herald. 


From Elder J. Spencer to the Edi- 
tor, dated Ki. Nev. 1821. 
Dear Brother—Having been 
often refrefhed by hearing from 
abfent friends and brethren, I feel: 
a pleafure in cafting in a might 
for the comfort of thofe feattered 

abroad. 

Since the firft of September I 
have taken a tour to the north part 
of the State of New York for the 
purpofe of attending a General 
Meeting in Potfdam, St. Laur- 
ence county, with brothers Ira 
Allen and John Smith The 
Meeting. was, folemn. and refrefh- 
ing. I tarried certain days and 


held Meetings in the. different: 
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towns. ‘The profpect appeared 
favorable and the meetings were 
fpiritual. I left Elder J. Smith 
in that region, as a fellow laborer 
with Elder Allen, and think they 
will fee the work revive. I never 
have felt more of the weight of 
that faying than of late, “ Medi- 
tate on thefe things, give thyfelf 
wholly to them, that thy profiting 
may appear unto all.” 1 Tim. iv. 


15. I have thought the caufe. 


why the profiting of official char- 
acters was {fo fmall is, they do not 
wholly give themfelves to the 
work ; and I conceive that it is 
impoffible to lead the church into 
order unlefs our preachers firft 
are given up, arid are governed 
by order ourfelves. What is the 
body compared to the foul or 
what is our natural-hife compared 
to the fpiritual. 

On my return I vifited feveral 
Churches that are left almoft def- 
titute. I think if preachers would 
hearken to the voice of the Sa- 
viour as they ought they would 
hear him fay, ‘ go ye alfo into the 
vineyard and what is right I will 
give you,’ efpecially thofe that are 
the moft of their time at home. 
Let them truft the word of the 
Lord and if there is no other way 
it may be the Lord will com- 
mand the ravens to feed them.— 
I jhave paffed through fome fevere 
trials while I have feen the lack 
that has exifted among profeffed 
chriftians, ef walking in the order 
Jaid down in the New Teftament. 
I think at fuch a time as this it is 
important that every exertion is 
ufed to eftablifh the churches in 
gofpel ordex. Mueh remains to 
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be done that every member may 
abide in the calling wherewith he 
is called in the body the church. 
Ifevery one félt the weight of 
this as good flewards of the man- 
ifold grace of God and miniftered 
according to the ability that God 
giveth, there would be equality, 
one would not be burdened and 
another eafed ; the heralds would 
be liberated and would run to 
and fro and knowledge would be 
increafed,cenverts would be great- 
ly multiplied, the doctrine would 
drop like the rain. 

We are favored with fome re- 
frefhing times in thefe regions, the 
churches in fome places are rifing 
and coming up from the Wilder. 
nefs. In Chelfea, where I have 
labored a part of the time the 
fummer paft, there has been a rif- 
ing feveral have been converted 
and baptized the church is ftriv- 
ing to oe the things fet in order 
that are wanting. Strafford 
church has had a revival, abouc 
30 have been converted. In Leb- 
anon N. H. there has been a com- 
pany converted and baptized ; 
fome have ufed exertions to dif- 
courage and oppofe; the number 
there is about 12 that ftand in 
union and fellowfhip. May the 
work fpread until the whole earth 
fhall be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord. | 


———— 0000 mae - 


The influences of the Holy Spiris 
are still continued in New Haven, 
Con. The prayers of Christians 
are heard, and some finners are 
feeking for mercy. 

A hopeful revival has commenc- 
ed in Litehfield, in that State.—- 
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For the Chriftian Herald. 


From Elder William Cumings, to the 
Editor, dated Rofeville, N. T. 
Nov. 25, 1821. 

Dear Brother—Our General 
Meeting was attended with a blef- 
fing. ‘The Elders that were pre- 
fent were Ifaac Soule, Benjamin 
Howard and Edward H. Peavey, 
the latter of whom was fet apart 
to the work of the miniftry by 
the laying on of the hands of 
Tfaac Soule, Benjamin Howard 
and William Cumings. 

The meeting commenced as fql- 
lows: If, finging,—2d, prayers, 
—3d,preaching. Benjamin How- 
atd fpoke from thefe words,— 
<‘ Worfhip God.” Brother Soule 
then fed the flock of God, and 
many were refrefhed. Brother 
Peavey then call’d on the Jonahs 
to come home, and a number of 
{piritual exhortations and fongs 
of praife followed which clofed 
the fcene for that day. On firft 
day morning affembled again and 
brother Howard fpake about the 
Breaker,” and thofe that follow. 
ed him, with good freedom, and 
much to the fatisfa@ion of the 
hearers. Brother Peavey then 
{poke of the kingdom and the 
goipel of it; it was a word fitly 
fpoken. Brother Soule then fhew- 
ed that our gofpel came not in 
word only, but in power, Holy 
Ghoft and much aflurance, which 
yeached the hearts of the uncon- 
verted and caufed the faints to 
fing for joy. On Monday met 
arain—about the time of our col- 
lecting the rain poured down, 
at whici. time brother Peavey 
took occafion to urge the neceffi- 
ty of our being ready before the 
great form! it was folemn in- 


deed. Brother Soule them called 
for Rebecca’s and fpoke mof 
beautifully on the fubje@. The 
gleaners gathered much and 
brought a feaft indeed of fut 
things. 

As thete were a number in the 
county of Otfego that were wait. 
ing for brother Peavey to baptize 
them, it feemed good to us, and 
the Holy Ghoft faid, fet apart 
brother P. to the work whereun- 
to Ihave called him. And after 
he had given a fatisfaflory rela. 
tion of his call to the miniftry, we 
proceeded and it was a glorious 
time. Thus ended one of the 
moft glorious meetings ever ex. 
perienced in this place. 

The latter part of laft winter I 
vifited a place called the Little 
Delaware about ten miles from 
my dwelling and finding the at- 
tention of the people great to hear 
a free gofpel, and feeling freedom 
and pleafure in delivering it, I 
vifited them from time to time, 
and a great folemnity refted on 
the minds of. the people, while 
tears befpoke the anguifh of the 
hearts of many who fitid pray for 
us. ‘The latter part of the fum- 
mer the work was more vitble. 
The two laft times that I vifited 
them I never felt, more éenfibly, 
the prefence of Chrift. A num- 
ber of happy converts are7now 
finging on the banks of deliver- 
ance and the profpect is ftill gio- 
rious. O fora fweeping reforma- 
tion in thefe regions, then woud 
I exult in the love of God, and 
depart in peace according to the 


word of the Lerd. 





The good work contintes in 
many towns in the county of Berk= 


{hire Ms, 
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For the Chrifiian Herald. 
GENERAL MEETING IN FREEHOLD. 


From Elder John Spore, to the Edi« 
tor, dated Greenville, Oct. 29, 
1821. 

According to previous appoint- 
ment, the Elders and brethren af- 
fembled at Freehold, Sept. 22, at 
10 o’clock A. M. After finging 
and prayer Elder 7 Thomp- 
fon fpeke from Col. i. 28. His 
difcourfe was very Back to edifi- 
cation, and the candid audience 
were highly fatisied. And after 
an exhortation by brother Levi 
Hathaway, we had a ¢dhort inter- 
miffion ; after which met again, 
and after finging and prayers 
J. L. Peavey fpoke from 2 Cor. 
iv. 5. His difcourfe was much 
in connexion with the one before 
delivered, he elucidated the fub- 
ject and that in the demonftration 
of the fpirit and with power. A 
number of exhortaticns followed, 
the faints were arimated with 
that love that many ‘waters can- 
not quench nor floods drown.— 
The brethren thanked God and 
took courage; and our meetmg 
clofed for that day-—The next 
day met at I1Qo0’clock, A.M. A 
large affembly of people gathered 
from the various towns. judged to 
be between 2 and $ thouland peo- 
ple ; and although the aflembly 
was large in the etd yet the beft 
erder was obferved 1} hrough the 
meetin Brother J. Thonspfon 
firlt ipake from Nahami.7. He 
fpcke largely of the goodnefs of 
God ana appeared to feel much 
of the fame in his heart while 
{peaking the difeourfe was folemn 
and covaforung. Eleer Levi 
t-om 1 Pe- 
beau mane 


Hathaway rext ipaXe 
ter 1. 2. 


He ar 
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ner proved feven claffes of clec 
which was plainly fhown to be 
for the good of the one general 
whole. This kind of election 
many could thank God for, and 
many felt the {pirit of adoption 
whereby they could cry abba 
Father. After a fhort intermi! 
fion Elder J. L. Peavey fpake 
from faiah xi. 10. The dif- 
courfe was glorious, he in a moft 
folemrn and _ beautiful manner 
fpoke of the enfign and like a 
faithful lifting officer invited poor 
firangers to come and enlift and 
fight for King Emanual; he fpoke 
alfo of the glorious nature of that 
reft that remains to the people of 
God. Many we had reafon ta 
believe felt the need of this reft ; 
indeed it was a quickening - time, 
the people at large appeared free- 
ly to receive that doétrine that 
drops like the rain. At the clofe 
of the meeting we could fay that 
it had been good for us to be 
there ard had reafon to hope that 
goed in Jefus name eas done.—.- 
We then repaired to the water 
fide, where two happy converts 
were buried in baptifm, which 
makes up our number to be one 
hundred added in this reformia- 
tion. I can fay I have feen the 
fruit of the travel of the Redeem- 
ers righteous foul and been fatisfi- 
ed. Still we can fay the Lord is 
giving us the pleafant bicezes 


“from the fpicy hills and the Sun 


of Righteoufnels is ftill rifing m 
the hearts of many with healing 
in his wings. May 1 be tie 
prayer of a'l that may read this, 
that God may caufe the righteoul. 
nefs of Jerufalem to go forth as 
te ghtmets, and the faivation therof asa lamp 
that bDurmth, wate the empire of King Jeius 


fhatl extend beyond the ecean and bes cay 
lithe? abe <¢ tre flars. Gi, 
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For the Chriitian Herald. 
=i{nNTA+SEVENTH CHRISTIAN: CON. 
FERENCE. 
at the Republican -Cisapel, the 9th 10th and 11th: 
of November, 1824. . 


At a General Meeting, of the 
Chriftian Elders and brethren for 
ihe State of Virginia, held at the 
Xepublican Chapel, the 9th, 10th 
and Lith of November, !S2I, the 
following Meflengers were pre- 
fen: s—Elders—Burwel! Barrett, 
Daniel Wirtley, Neifon Mular, 


jay, Benjamin Bullock, chn 
Livefay, Francis William{on and 
Mii, Barrett ; 
bridgton Harvey, fen’r. Tho’s 
fFiahoway, Anthony Evans, Fli- 
jah Williamfon, Albridgeton Har- 
vey, jr. Mills Holland, Lazarus 
Halloway, Nicholas Duel, Tho’s 
€utchens, Amos Everet Wrench, 
Francis Cofton, Tho’s Collings, 
Samuel Newman & Henry:Gray. 
The Conference was organized, 
by choofing 
Nelfon Millar, 


Speaker, and 
Elder Miils 


_ arret, Clerk. 


ift. It was propofed and agreed. 


to, that Elders Burwell "arrett, 
Benjamin Bullock and Mills Bar- 
ret ; and Members—Anthony 
Evans and Thomas Halloway, be 
a -mmittee to report in the cafe 
of Jofeph Thomas. 

z. ic way propofed and agreed 
to, that Eiders Francis William. 
fon, Daniel Whitley and’ John 
Livefay ; Members—Albridgton 
Harvey, fen’r, and Elijah Wil- 
Namfon, be a Committee to revife 
the plan drawn up at the laft Con- 
ference held at this place, for the 
prgimization of. the Chriftian 
Churches. 


Members—41- 


8. It was propofed and agreed. 
to, that a.majority of the above. 
Committes a&. and make their 
report on the morrow, to the Con- 
ference. Conterence adjourned 
until to-morrow at haif pat $- 
o’clock, P. M.. 

Satiurday—Met according to- 
adjournment. 

|. It was propofed and agreed 
to unanimoufly, that the following 
report of the Committee appoint-- 
ed to examine-aid report in the 
cafe of Jofeoh Thomas, as:amend- 
ed, be recvived, and the propofed 
refolurion carried into effect. 

Your Committee, appointed to 
examine into the ‘cafe of Elder: 
Jofeph Thomas, now:a refident of: 
Rockingham county, (Va.) and a. 
member of this Conference, after a 
thorough examination, agree to 
the following REPORT: They 
regret that the unchriftian-like: 
conduct of any man thould render 
it neceffiry to detail a train of e- 
vents fo bafe as. thofe that have 
come to the knowledge of your: 
Committee. Infla@enced, we pre-- 
fume by that hateful fpirit of de-. 
traction, that is harbored by little 
minds, and which not only de-- 
tracts meafurably from the merits 
of others, but would aétually pull: 
thofe down who ftand high in the. 
eftimation of the people, to a level 
with themfelves : Jofeph Thomas 
the man in queftion, affociated 
with Robert F. Fergufon, Fran- 
cis Lonton, Wm. Johnfon, &c. 10 
2 Conference beld in Centerville, 
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(Del.) and pronounced Elder 
Plumer, a highly refpectable and 
ufeful member of she General 
Conference, as excluded from 
their connexion ; when he knew 
that he was not, nor wifhed to be 
affeciated with fuch charaéters.— 
Your Committee cannot but be- 
lieve that, Jofeph Thomas was: 
aware that he was mingling with 
perions fume of whom were bad 
characters, and then ftood exclud- 
ed. from the Chriftian Connex- 
ion. By adverting toe the afore- 
faid minutes your committee find 
that they alledged no caufe for 
the meafure they took ; and we 
prefume, that had’ they been. re- 
eognized as a Conference by the 
General Meeting, that the idea of 
an excommunication. without the 
exhibition of charges, would have 
been reprobated by them. To 
dweil upon this Conference, in: 
which J. Thomas took an active 
part, is unneceflary ; the many 
little incidents that took place, 
and which have eome to the 
knowledge of your Committee, 
entitles it to their deferved execra» 
tion ;- they will only add, that 
without the knowledge of ——~ 
Nefmith, and. others; Jofeph Tho- 
mas had their names inferted on: 
the litt of that fpurious confer- 
ence: The circulation of the 
above minutes naturally made 
unfavorable impreffions upon the 
minds of fome, relative to Elder 
Plummer ;. and upon their recep- 
tion in this part of Virginia, a re- 
port was circulated that Elder 
Plummer’s fentiments were the 
caufe: the Virginia Conference, 


therefore, requefted their Meffen- 
ger, Nelfon Miilar, to lay the mat- 
ter before the General Conference, 
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to be held in Windham; (Conn.) 
and know if it was allowable, that 
a Minifter fhould be excludec 
without any charges being prefer- 
red again{t him ; for from their 

non-acquaintance with the Cen- 
terville Conference , they had no. 

doubt of its character being good. 

During the abfeace of Nelfon 

Millar, the Virginia Conference. 
fat; and Elder Thomas made 

his appearance and became a 
member by reprefenting the char. 
acter of the Centerville Confer- 
ence as highly refpectable ; that _ 
Elder Plummer was unworthy of 
Chriftian fellowihip, and that he 
was excluded on accourt of his 
fentiments, drefs and moral con- 
duct. The apparent fanctity of 
the man, feemed to forbid the 
belief of his lieing ; and fo impreo- 
bable did it appear to them, that 
a man under the garb of Religion, 
could carry fo much deception : s 
has {ince appeared, that they rea- 
dily approbated the Centerville 
proceedings. Upon the return of 
Nelfon Millar, the affertions of Jo-« 
feph Thomas did notappear to be 
carrect. Nelfon Millar’s affer. 
tions were confirmed by the pro- 
ceedings of the General Meeting, 
and Jofeph. Thomas was cited to 
appear before our General Meet- 
ing, at Providence, Norfolk Coun. 
ty, to anfwer to certain chp ge:.- 
It is frefh in the minds of the Con e: 
mittee that he was clearly proved 
to be guilty of many falfehoods, 
and by his improper affertions, 
had done the Conference a ferious 
injury, who agreed unanimoufly, 
to exclude him. Upon hearing 

his exelufion read by the Clerk, 

he, with a flood of tears, acknowk 
edged his fins, and begged ior. 


“h 
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-onefs, for himfelf and famriies’ 


tnd offered the following 


wlog «Mec nt. 


c,a Yaomas, de humbly and unfeign- 
cu y acanowtedre, upon the ‘Tettimony laid 
before this Conference, that I was pom 
upon and deceived by the members presen, 
compofing the Centerviile Conference, held 
in May, 1820, and by this impoiition was con- 
cerned in publifhing Eider Plummer as exclud- 
cd from our fellewfhip; who was not. nor 
wifhed to be, a member of the abeve Con- 
ference—-For which | amtruly furry; Anc 
alfo impofed upon the Conference held at 
Barrett’s, in Southampton County, the Mi- 
nutes of the aforefaid Centerville Conference. 
F really regret that | had any céncern or ¢on- 

B nekion in the aforefaid Centerville Confer- 
*, enuee convened. And I am defirous that this, 
my acknowiedgment to my Brethren, and pe- 
| nitence for my cendu€, be circulated and re- 
z reived as extenfively as che Minutes of that 
Conference, and in every other place where 
neceffary. JOSEPH THOMAS. 
The above acknowledgment 
was accepted, upon his promifing 
to circulate ut wherever he went, and 
to have nothing more to do with those 
imsostors and deceivers, adverted to 
in his asknowledgment. The appro- 
bation of his Hymn-Books being 
contained in the Centerville pro- 
ceedings with articles of Faith an- 
nexed tu them as a Conftitution of 
the Chriitian Church, the Confer- 
ence was about to publifh their 
difayprebation of fo grofs an im- 
pofition upon them, when he beg- 
ged ther not, and promised to e- 
rase from he titl--bage all the excep- 
tionable part, and let it appear as his 
own Binion of the subje@  Jofeph 
Thomas appearing penitent forhis 
‘unmaniy condud, and matters 
having gone thus far, the Confer- 
ence agreed to feilowfhip him, pre- 
vided he bronght forth the fruits 
of repentance, ani! therefore tuen- 
if ed hic caie over to the General 
Conicrence. fie ‘eft the Conter- 
ence in highinirits, and pieat proe 
feBions of friendihtp for Elder F. 
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Plummer, whofe forgivenefs he: 
had obtained, upon condition that 
he would ge and fin no mote, 
The above is freth ti the minds of 
many of you. After leaving the’ 
Conference, it appears to your 
Committee, that he went into N, 
Carolina, whete he fold his Books 
without erafing the exceptionable 
part of the title page, until char- 
ged by Elder Barrett with the o- 
miffion, and then he denied it, un- 
til the teftimony of Stillman Bul- 
lard was adduced. From thence’ 
he went into Shenandoah County, 
(Va.) where he denied having pro- 
mifed to circulate his acknowledg- 
ment; and that tco in the pre- 
fence of Nelfon Millar and Wm. 
Smith. From the teftimony of 
Elder Tatem, it appears that he 
denied having figned the acknow- 
ledgment, although in his own 
hand writing, until he found it too 
barefaced. Your Committee are 
fatishied that Jofeph Thomas has 
affociated with the above named 
Robert F Fergufon, a man un- 
known to your Committee only as 
a difowned Miniter, and one 
whom ‘Thomas has branded as 2 
deceiv*r and impoftor ; and this 
too in violation of this moft folemn 
promife : This can be proved by 
the teftimony of Elders Tatem, 
Nelfon Millar and Wm. Smith : 
and the proceedings of the Rock- 
ingham meeting, which was com- 
pofed of R. F. Fergufon, Enoch 
Harvey,&c. who agreed to receive 
and recommend each cther to the 
world, and again publifh Elder F. 
Plummer. We {hall not infert 
thefe fhameful minutes, but ob- 
ferve, that they afford fufficient 
evidence that Jofeph Thomas is 


trying to eftablifh a feperate {octe 
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ty, and evade the charges brought 
againft him, by faying the Genes 
rai Conference has nothing to do 
with him, as he ftated in the pres 
fence of Nelfon Millar and Wm. 
Smith. It appears that he has 
been guilty of falfehoods on al- 
moft all occafions, and is unftable 
to that degree that he is 
not to be relied on. The 
multiplicity of proofs of the uns 
worthinefs of the man’s character, 
forbids our giving a full detail. 
We will conclude by obferving, 
that the Minifterial character is 
too facred thus to be profaned by 
unhallowed hands, and fince it aps 
pears from the teftimony of Wm. 
Smith, that he has been rejected 
in Strafburgh, as a Minifter, for 
two years paft—we deem his con- 
du& as deferving of our higheft 
execration, and recommend the 
following refolve : 

Agreed, That Elder Jofeph 
Thomas be difowned, both as a 
Minifter and Chriftian, and that 
the fame be publithed in the pub- 
lic prints of the United States. 

In hebalf of the Commitice, 

Burwecu Baxretr. 
2d. It was propoied and agreed 
to, that the Plan, as amended by 
the Revifory Committee, be recei- 
ved and printed in the Chriftian 
Herald. 

The Conference adjourned un- 
til to-morrow, at half paft 3 o’clk, 
Pp. M. 

Sunday---Met according to ad- 
yournment 

iit. Te was propofed and agreed 
to, that Eider Benjamin Bullock 
be appointed io the pafioral care 
of ine Church at Holy Neck 

2d. Agreed, that the services 
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of Elder Mills Barrett be accepted 
to vifit the different Churches for 
the enfuing year. 

$d. Agreed, that the next Ge- 
neral State Conference be at the 
Union Meeting-Houfe, in South- 
ampton County, (Va.) to com- 
mence the Friday before the fes 
cond Sunday in June, 1822. 

4th. Agreed, that we approbate 
the proceedings of the General 
Meeting, held in New-Bedford, 
and that Nelfon Millar be our 
Meffenger to the next General 
Meeting, who is at liberty to put 
in his petition for the place in 
which it fhall be holden. 

5th Agreed, that Elders Nath’l 
P. Tatem, Mills Barrett, and Nel- 
fon Millar, be a Committee to ate 
tend to the printing of the mis 
nutes. ; | 

After the tranfaétion of much 
other bufinefs, it was. 

6thly, Agreed, that the Con- 
ference adjourn until the Friday 
before the fecond Sunday in June 
1822. ; 
By order of the Conference, 
MILLS BARRETT, Chef. 


The Jews.—Mr. Frey, the con» 
verted Jew, who preaches to a 
church in Ns York, has rece:ved a 
letter from hisfriend in Charleiton, 
S.C. dated in Sept. lait, which 
mentions the converfion of two 
Jewifh females,-refiding in Was 
teree Circuit, S.C. Heasio men- 
tions the hopefu! ftare of two 
Jewith children, who attend a Sab- 
bath School, and three others, 
who were receiving TeTIOUS Ie 
ftruétion at iwe cifferent day 
fchuocls ; and alfo the cafe of a 
Tewith jady who is believed to 
have cordially received the gofs- 


pe) Al of them velide in S.C. 
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Labors of William Tamba, 


A GONVERTED AFRICAN. 





WESTERN AFRICA, 


From the Leadon Missionary Register. 


Sutrsro.—The following are 
extraéts. ftom the Journal of the 
vifit of William Tamba, a con- 


verted African, from Regent’s: 


Town; who. is: now a ufeful Mil- 
fonary among his countrymen. 
It. will give pleafure to fee the 
eourfe purfued by this native 
Chriftian, endeavoring to benefit 
his countrymen—the attention 


with which he was almoft every 


where liftened to—and the earnelt 
defire of further inftruéction, which 


Was, in various: inftances; mante 


felted: 


The parts of'Scripture which he 


read ‘and explained to the people, 
were well felected to introduce to 


them the great topics of divine: 


revelation—the creation and fall. 


of man ; the nature and fan¢tions: 


of the holy law of God ;:the van- 
ity of: idols: ;: the free invitations 
and gracious provifions and pro-. 
mifes of the gofpel ; and the cha- 
racter and work.of the Redeemer. 
He clofes almoft every day’s 
ftatements with a fhort prayer for 
a:blefling, many of which. we have 
emitted, to avoid: repetitions. 
Nov. 6, 1820: About 5-0’clock 
in the evening, I and John Cates 
walked from Regent’s Town.to 
Paffantah place, where we ftopped. 
all night. Saw feven men and 


women, befide children, that even- 
ing. Read to them the fifth chap- 
ter of Matthew. I could not talk 
to them in their language, as they 
are Sufoos: but I fpoke to one of 
my countrymen, who told them 


VoL. 4, 


again. ‘They went to their hou. 
fes, and one old man prayed to 
Mahomed. Then I went to him, 
and faid unto him, “What God de 
you pray to?” He faid “To Ma, 
homed.” I asked him, “What 
did Mahomed do for you’? or, 
what has he made?’ He did not 
an{wer. 


Now. 8. ‘This morning about’ 
8 o’clock about fifty men and on. 
ly one woman.came together. I 


read to them the fifth chapter of 


Matthew. They were very ate: 
When [| had fpoken to: 


tentive. 
them, I concluded in prayer. 

Nov. 13. 
ifland, called Footoo. I faw elev. 
en men. and women, befides chile 


dren.- Read and explained to them: 


the fecond chapter of Revelation. 
After that they asked me, “What 


fhall. we do, becaufe we have no- 


bedy to teach us how to pray, 
and to-tell. us the way of God? 


We underftood what you faid, and: 
we are glad ; butit you go away, 


we fhall foon forget what you 
faid.” Then I faid: unto them, 


‘Pray to God to teach you, and: 
to fhew you all: your fins . don’t 


forget to pray. night and day.” 

Then went to Jelah; another 
{mall ifland, abeut five’ o’clock, 
where we ftopped all-night. A- 
bout feven o’clock I called the peo- 
ple together. [ faw 49 men and 
women, befide thirty-nine chil- 
dren’ I read and explained to 
them the third chapter of Gene- 
fis. ITtalkedin Sherbro firft, then 
in Coflo. The people were very 
attentive. When i had done, ¢- 
very one prayed for himfelf ; and 
afterward I heard fome pray 
their houfes, 


Nov.14. We went this mort- 


We wert to another 
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ing to Jenkin Ifland, to Treefana; 
[ jaw eighty-two men and women, 
befides children. I read and.ex- 
plained to them the firft chapter of. 


John ;. they were very attentive ;. 


and when I had: done, an old. man 


faid to me, “We wel to hear 
all 


Then all the people 


this word.”’ 


faid, “Yes, yes, thefe words: are: 


good for our fouls.” 
Nov. 15. Went to another 
town, where I had been on Sun- 


day. It was about 12 o’clock:. © 


The people came together :—call- 
ed me and faid; “We want to hear 
more from you about our fouls,’ 


Twenty-eight mon were prefent ; 


all the women and children were 
in their farms. I-read and explai- 
ned to them the’ third.chapter of 
Genefis ; they were very atten. 
tive. 

Nov. 19. Mr. Thomas Caul- 
ker told me that I fhould go to 
his fitter, to another town,- which 
is- called: Bonbertokee. I went: 
there ;.forty-nme men and wo- 
men came together. I[-read and 
explained to them: the’ feventh- 
chapter of Matthew ;—they were: 
all attentive. 

Nov. 26; 1 went to. Yourney, 
where I ftopped all night’ The 
people came to my houfe, and 
asked. me’ many questions, and: I. 
told them the word ofGod: 

Dec..2. Went to a-place called 
Samee, where’ 1 was with Mr: 


Cates, two years ago:; the people 


knew me. They had kept Sun- 
day. all the time, but had made a. 
miltake ; they had Sunday on 
Saturday. Iipoke to them the 
word of God, and they. were very 
attentive. May God help them ! 
Amen? 


Dec. 3, Sunday. We were in 


the. canoe all. night, and came 
this. morning: to the Plantains, 
Kept fervice with the people at 10 
o’clock: in: the morning, and at 
three o’clock. in the afternoon. 
Read ‘and-explained in the morn- 
ings the. fifty+fifth of Ifaiah; and 
in the. afternoon; the fixth of St. 
John. ‘The people were very at+ 
tentive. The children fung a 
hymn, every time, in Sherbro ;. 
and: 1 concluded in prayer. 

After the fervice in the after. 
fioon, the people came to. my 
houfe; one: after the other, and 
asked me queitions ; they came to: 
me-till about twelve o'clock in the’ 
night. They faid that’ they had 
done all-them bad things, which I? 
had talked about ; and they wane- 
ted to know what they muft do to 
be faved. Some of them were a-- 
fraid very, much ; | told them to 
believe onthe Lord Jefus Chrift,. 
and they fhould be faved. They 
did. come fo much: that I could: 
get no fleep.. 

Dec. 4. Went to the Plan- 
tains to-day, to a river called Ga- 
bor. We came into the river a- 
bout two o’clock, and:in the evene-- 
ing, to Gonolaw; thirty nine men. 
and women came together. I 
read and: explained. to them the 
twentieth chapter of Exodus. 
When I had done fpeaking, they 
faid, “We are guilty.” Then I 
1ead to them the fixth chapter of 
St. Jolin’s gospel :: and fhewed 
that Jefus Chrift: the Son of God, 
died for the guilty: He gave him- 
felf to fave finners ‘They were 
very attentive to hear this. 

Dec. 8. Went to a large town, 
called Gabeu. Some people had 
tied up fome falt, which they were 
going to sellin the country. Be 
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fore they went away, they went to 
the gregre+-houfe, and then went 
one by one, and prayed—“H elp 
us, when we go trading ; open the 
way for us; give us good look, 
and bring us back again:” then 
they took fome of the dirt which 
was in fome fhells in the gregree- 
houfe, and rubbed it before their 
heads. I faid, “Can the gregrees 
fave your fouls?” One faid, “No; 
God fave them.” Then I faid, 
‘I tell you God has no pleafure 
in them things you do.” I read 
to him the 115th Pfalm, and ex- 
plained the fame, and concluded, 
faying, “If you do not leave off 
thefe things, and ferve the true 
and living God, the words which 
you have now heard will be wit- 
nefs against you in the day when 
you die.” 

Dec: 10, Sunday. About 12 
o’élock, 179 men and women, 
befide children, came to hear the 
word of God. I read and e:- 
plained to them the fifth chapter 
of Matthew ; they were all very 
attentive. 

The Headmen asked me, ‘Who 
wrote this book?” ‘The man of 
God, Mofes, and others.’ He 
did not anfwer. 

‘Then fome people faid, ‘ Man. 
dingo man live here: he have 
God’s book.’ I faid, * Cail him, 
and let me fee who he is.’— Then 
the man come. I asked him if 
he was a Mandingo man. He 


faid, * Yes.°—*You know book ? - 


“Yes” He faid, «Where you 
came from?’ {| faid, ‘From Si- 
rra t.eone,’~-He faid, ‘What 
you come to co” fT faid, «To 
tell the peowle about the irue 
God.’ He faid, “You on!y come 
te make the people fools. Vhat 


is not God’s book. God’s book 
came from the East, but you 
came from the West; your book 
is the Bvils book.’ . I faid, 
‘Where is your book? Go and 
fetch it. Let us fee which is God's 
book.’ He faid, ‘It is in the 
houfe : I will not go and fetch it.’ 
—I faid, *‘ Who maée your book?” 
He faid, *‘ Mahomed.’——‘ What 
good thing did Mahomed” He 
faid, ‘Tell me your God’s name 
firt.? I faid, *Jefus Chrift, the 
Son of God, whe is over all, 
bleffed forever: Amen.’ He did 
not anfwer. I faid, ‘did you 
ever hear of a man having that 
name? ‘He faid, ‘No, becanfe 
itis a bad name.’ I faid, *‘ Mae 
homed is a man’s name; but the 
name of Jesus Christ is a name 
above all names.’ He faid, ‘ Ma- 
homed is God’s name ;—he is 
God.” I faid, ‘Can Mahomet be 
God, who was a thief, and robbed 
and plundered and made _ himfelf 
big ?’—-When he heard that, he 
zot angry; got up, and walked 
out of the door—I faid, *‘ ftop, I 
have not done yet; don’t be ane 
gry.’ I opened the Bible, and 
read the fifth of Matthew, 44, 45, 
explained it, and asked 1f Mahem- 
ed commanded the fuine. He faid 
nothing. Itheniaid, ‘ Mahomed 
telis you to fight them that fight 
you, and to keep many women: 
and why do you make gregrees 
and sell them? I come to tell the 
people God’s ward, for nothing 3 
bu. you come and make gregrees 
and fellthem ; und fo get your 
living.’ Tie was very angry, 
and cowd not aniwer; but {pake 
very much in his own ccuntry 
tongue then the people jaugh- 
ed at him, and told him to go 
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away—they wanted to hear me 
about my God. He would not 
go. Then the Head man faid, 
«Take him away, before he gets 
mad’ Then the reeple laid hold 
of him, and took him away. 

Dec. 23, 1821. Left Kent for 
Regent’s Town; walked all night, 
aad got to Regent’s Town on 
Sunday Morning, 3 o’clock. 

Praife and glory be to God, 
who has brought me baek again! 
O may He blefs the word to my 
peor country people! May the 
Holy Spirit teach them and blefs- 
itto their hearts! May he give 
them faith, through Jefus Chrift 
wur Lord! Amen. 
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MARY MOORE. 


Died—In this town on the 24th 
of September laft. Mrs. Mary 
Moore, aged 26, confort of Mr. 
John M. 

By this affli@ing difpenfation, 
the faireft proipects of earthly 


happinefs, and expeétation which 


was cherifhed by the vigor of 
health, in the morning cf life, 
have been difappointed—the fond- 
eft hopes have given way for the 
deftroyer who {pares reither fex 
nor age. The amiable qualities 
of the deceafed are written with 
indeliable chara¢ters on the affec- 
tions of her acquaintance—kind 
and affectionate, fhe could fym- 
pathize with the afflicted, nor was 
lefs ready thus to do than to 
participate with thofe who could 
rejoice. In early life fhe profefled 
religion and joined the Chriftian 
Church in this place; at which 
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time fhe.gave a good evidence of 
having paffed from death unto 
life. And at the clofe of life while 
viewing the tranfitory nature of 
earthly enjoyments, fhe could fay 
“ My hope is in God, from 
whence cometh my falvation.”— 
In an unexpected time, when life 
with its thoufand attachments 
were claiming her attention and 
feemed to demand her exertions 
on the ftage of aétion, the All-wife 
difpofer of events, faw fit to re- 
move her. from this tranfitory 
{cene. * On the firft intimations of 
diffelution at this very interefting 
period of life, nature feerred to 
draw as with a thoufand ftrings, 
and her attachments to her fami- 
Jy and friends feemed to increafe, 
but at the fame time fhe exprefled 
a gteat defire for reconciliation 
to the will of God; and was rea- 
dy to fay in the language of the 
poet, 


Ceafe fond nature, ceafe thy ftrife, 
And ict me languifh into life. 


She endured her diftrefling ill- 
nefs with chriftian fortitude 4nd 
refignation, and after the conflicts 
of nature were over in her mind 
a {weet calmnefs feemed to take 
poffeffion of her foul, and we 
truft fhe experienced the fulnefs 
of the bleffing of that ‘faith’ ‘ that 
overcometh the world.’ ‘Thus 
fhe quietly refigned her life into 
the hands of Him who gave it, 
believing that he will keep that 
which is committed to him until 
that day. 


Reft, fwectly reft, from life’s laborious care, 

Where fatan’s ficry darrsewhere wicked 
thoughts ceafe troubling there ; 

Were all is changed from earthly to divine, 

And heaveniy fcenes unfolding, bieis the 
immortal mind, 
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For the Christian Herald. 
SUSANNA WATKINS. 


DIED—In this town, on the 
15th of November ult. Mrs. Su- 
. fannah Watkins, aged 43, confort 
of Mr. Thomas W. ‘The de- 
ceafed from a child was much at- 
tached te thofe that loved the 
' Lord, and ever had her heart 
open to the wants of the diftredf- 
ed and deftitute, and would even 
when a child, folicit of thofe 
who were able means for the re- 
lief of the needy. It was her de- 
light to aid the fick, and to ad- 
minifter relief to the diftrefled.— 
In the firft of her ficknefs, fhe 
faid but very little, but was re- 
markably patient. A fhort time 
before her diffolution fhe called 
her children to her bed fide, and 
. embraced them, and told them 

that they muft be good children, 
for fhe was going to leave them. 
Towards the laft of her ficknefs 
fhe was remarkably happy and 
would often fay fhe could blefs 
God for affliction, and would re- 
commend religion to others ; for 
fhe found that religion was the 
only fupport on a dying bed, but 
would often fay fhe was an un- 
proffitable fervant, and there was 
nothing in her that fhe could re- 
ly on, but all her dependance was 
in God, through Chrift, and would 
freely converfe with thofe who 
wifited her as familiarly on death, 
as if fhe was expecting fome in- 
timate friend or connexion. She 
knew that her God was all fuffi- 
cient to fupport her in the trying 
hour, and that he would kindly 
relieve her from the ties that bind 
to earth, of which, the only re- 
maining one was her little babes, 
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but fhe was willing to leave them 
in the hands of the Lord and go 
whenever he faw fit to fend the 
fummons, or was willing to live, 
if it was his holy will ; knowin 

that God would do all for the bef, 
and although fuffering under 
great affliction of body world of. 
ten break out and praife God, 
and in the language of the poet 


would fing, 
** Jefus can make a dying bed,” &c. 


and with earneft rapture would 
fing 

** O when thal! I fee Jefus,” 

Through all her ficknefs after 
fhe opened her mouth for the 
Lord to exprefs his goodnefs to 
her, the enemy of all good was 
not permitted to tempt or inter- 
rupt her mind. The night pre 
cedin 
tion the appeared to be enraptur- 
ed with the love of God. And 
thus calmly refigned her happy 
{pirit, in the full expectation of 
a glorious immortality ; leaving 
a numerous acquaintance for the 
bleffed fociety above. 

“T heard a great voice from 
heaven faying, Bleffed are the 
dead.that die in the Lord.” 


AFR FMRo— 


OLIVE TUCKER. 


DIED—In this town, on the 
7th inft. Mifs Olive Tucker, aged 
32. When thofe are cut down 
as the flower of the grafs, who 
are in the bloom of ufefulnefs and 
who are as bleffings to fociety, 
a tear of fympathy feems almoft 
imperceptibly to flow as tributa- 
ry to departed worth. In this 
inftance a mourning family feel 


deeply fenfibly of their irrepata- 


the morning of her diffolue . 
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ble lofs—a numerous acquaint- 
ance of a lofs which can only be 
retrieved by the upright deport- 
ment, the Chriftian walk, the ex- 


emplary life; this the deceafed 


poffefled, of this all that were 
acquainted with her are fo ma- 
ny witnefles, and they rife.up 
and call her blefed. Her uwune- 
quivocal teltimony for the caufe 
of Chrift, was undefigning and 
full of fincerity, and fhe was ever 
ready in the fimplicity of the gof- 
pel, to direct the way worn trav- 
eller after happinefs, to the foot of 
the crofs. Early fhe embraced 
religion, aad joined the Chriftian 
Church here. Inher life fhe was 
a pattern of piety, Religion ap- 
peared to be uppermoft in her 
mind, and her devotion witneffed 
the fincerity of her heart. When 
began to prey upon her 
(being attacked with the typhus 
fever) fhe embraced the firft mo- 
ments in renewing her covenant 
with her God, and refigning her- 
felf wholly into his hands; with- 
out a with of her own, other than 


that the will of the Lord be done. 


Soon her‘reafon left her, but at 


‘intervals as it returned her grati- 


tude was manifefled by the ex- 
preffion of praife to God for his 
suntounded goodnefs and mercy. 
She had ‘fought the good fight— 
and had.kept the faith. Her work 
was done, and like the expiring 
Stephen, fhe fell afleep, while ex. 


ipreffing herfelf in the fweeteft ac. 


«ents of calling on the Lord Jefus, 
as though anxious to behold him, 
Mifincumbered by the veil of mor- 
Surely the memory of 
the juft fhall be bleffed. 
ing one thus devoted to God in 
life, and thus fupported. in. the 
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trying hour of death, who but 
fuch as are infenfible to their own 
beft interefts but would fay, Let 
me live the life of the rightevus, 
that my laft end may be like 


theirs. 











The fearful Negro.—‘* How hap- 
pens it,’ faid ong of the elders of 
church to a poor Af. 
rican, as they were pafling out of 
it,one cold fnowy fabbath morn- 
ing,—‘ how happens it that you 
are always here, whatever is the 
ftate of the weather ?’ ‘ Me fraid 
to ftay away, Mafla,’ replied the 
poor African, ‘for me don’t know 
when faving word is going to be 
preached.’ 








Hume, ihe Deift.—David Hame 
obferved, that all the devout per- 
fons he had ever met with were 
melancholy. On this, Bifhop Horne 
remarked, this might very proba- 
bly be ; for, in the firft place, it is 
moft likely that he faw. very few, 
his friends. and acquaintances be« 
ing of another fort-—and, fecond. | 
ly, the fight of him would make 
a devout man look melancholy. 
at any time, 


Glase of a Sermon, by Dr. Grif- 
jin. 

Now then my friends, my rea- 
fons are all before you, and I 
hope to be juftified by your con- 
{ciences, while I execute the com- 
miffion given me. in the text. God: 
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hath {aid to the wicked,‘ O wicked 
man, thou fhalt furely die ;? and 
the watchman commanded upon 
their peril te found the alarm. I 
therefore folemnly declare, in the 
name of God,that there is a dread- 
ful war waged by all the divine 
perfections againft fin—that the 
facred rights of Heaven have ta- 
ken the field—that every glory of 
the Godhead holds a livid light- 
ning pointed at every thought-- 
that the inviolable honor of Hea- 
ven’s King is enlifted, and 1s com- 
ing down to crufh a rebellious 
“world. Inequally folemn tones 
I declare, as my office obliges, 
andcall every angel tc witnefs that 
in this war, that God is right, and 
the world is wrong. Thefe great 
truths, while I live I will declare, 
and hope to pronounce them with 
my dying breath---God is right, 
and .the world is wrong. I wifh 
they were fet forth in broad let- 
ters upon every forehead and with 
a pen dipped in heaven were writ- 
ten upon every heart. I with 
they were fet upon the frontis- 
piece of every book, and pofted 
in funbeams at the corner of eve- 
ry ftreet---that they were graven 
with the poiut of a diamond in the 
rock forever---God is right and the 
world is wrong. I would that 
thefe ponderous truths might pafs 
from land to land ; proftrate na- 
tions of unknown tongues, and 
rolling through every climate, 
might bring a humble world to 
ask for mercy at a Saviour’s feet, 

Standing on my watch tower 
Iam commanded if I fee aught of 
evilcoming, to give warning. I 
again folemnly declare that I do 


difcern evit apprcaching. I feea 
Mtorm collecting in the heavens, I 
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difeern the emotion of thetroubled 
elements ; I hear the roar of dif. 
tant wind—Heaven and earth 
feem mingled in the conflit—and 
I cry to thofe for whom I watch, 
A form! A ftor m! Get you into 
the ark or you are fwept away, 
Oh! what is it 1 fee? I fee'a 
world convulfed and falling to 
tuins--the fea burning like oil— 
nations rifing from under ground 
--the fun falling--the damned in 
chains before the bar, and fome 
of my poor hearers with them! I 
fee them caft from the battlements 
of the judgment fcene : My God! 
the eterna] pit has clofed upon 
them forever ! 


| aed 
For the Christian Herald. 


Commodore Woolsey. 


Dear Brother, 

On my late tour through Low. 
er Canada, I fell in company with 
Commodore Woolfey, who accom- 
panied me in the fteam boat, from 
Sackets Harbour to Ogdentburg, 


one P. M. after a long difceurfe 


on different focieties, and pure re-. 


ligicn, he apparently with a melt. 
ing heart obferved, “fir, I am fenfi- 


ble, our variety of belief and forms ° 


of worthip, is principally owing to 
our education, but pure religion is 
one thing, let it be found where 
it will, it ts the work of God on the 
heart, or a principle of godline/s 
implanted within.” 
How juft the remarks of this 
reat man, how liberal the foul of 
this Philanthrophift, how precious 


this fentence, it is like apples of 


gold, and ought to lie deeply en- 
graved in the heart of every chrif- 
tian; was this the cafe, wars and 
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divifion would ceafe, and a gene- 
ral friendfhip amo.:g mankind 
wouid he realifed. And thus we 
fhouid know by experience “ how 
good and how pleafant it is for 
bre:2:en to dwell together in uni- 
ty. Refpestfully yours, 
| J. Bapcer. 

Mendon, Monroe co. N. York, 

Nov. 7, 1821. 


The Astonished Atheist. 


The atheift being asked by a 
prefeffor of chriftianity. how he 
could quiet his confcience in fo 
defperate a ftate ? replied, “as 
much am I aftonifhed at yourfelf, 
that, believing the chriftian reli- 
gion to be trae, you can quiet 
your confcience in living fo much 
like the world. Did I believe 
what you profefs, I fhould think 
no care, no diligence no zeal, e- 
nough.” Alas! that there fhould 
be {till fo much occafion given by 
chriftians, for the aftonifhment of 
atheilts ! 


MISSILON. 


Kame There flands 

The legate of the skies ! His theme dtviae, 

His office facred, his credentials clear ; 

By him the violated law fpeaks out 

its thunders; and by him, ii Rrains as {weet 

Aa angels ufe, the gofjel whifpers peace.’ 
COWPER. 


When this illuftrious preacher 
was asked where a man like him, 
whofe life was dedicated to retire- 
ment, could borrow his admirable 
defcriptions of rea] life, he an- 
{wered,* From the human heart : 
however little we fhall find in it 
the feeds of every paflion. When 
I compofe a fermon, I imagine 
myfelf confulted upon fome 
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doubtful piece of bufinefs. I give 
my whole application te deter- 
mine the perfon who has recourfe 
to me, to act the good and proper 
part. Iexhort him. I urge him, 
and [ quit him not until he has 
yielded to my purfuafions. 





The Chriftian a ftranger in the 

world. 

When Chry/fofiom was banithe 
ed and his friend, Siraicufe, in a 
letter lamented his cafe ke wiote 
back to himthus: ‘ You now be- 
gin to bewail my banifhment, but 
I have done fo for a lung time ; 
for fince I knew that heaven was 
my country, I have efteemed the 
whole earth but as a place of exile: 
Conftantinople, from whence I am 
expelled, is as far from paradife 
as the defert they have fent me 
to.” Thus itis with me; I am 
here an exile, far trom home, Os. 
my foul! look to thy own coun- 
try. “Set thy affections on 
things above, and not on things 
upon earth. Having food and 
raiment, therewith be content.’ 
Never feek great things for thy- 
felf here, where there is no abide 
ing. If riches increafe fet not thy 
heartupon them. Buy as if thou 
poffeffed not, and ule the world as 


not abufing it, fince the fafhion of 


the world paffeth away.’ 


LOCKMAN. 


Lockman, the celebrated Per. 
fian moraliit relates the following 
ftory of himfelf ; “I was once fays 
he, fo poor that I had not where- 
with to buy a pair of fhoes, and 
was obliged to go barefooted. 
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However patient I had been till 
then, { was become very diffatis- 
fied with my lot, and entered the 
temple of Cuffa extremely melan- 
choly and difcontented. I there 
faw a man who had no legs ; re- 
fleing on his condition. I no 
longer complained of wanting 
fhoes, but gave thanks to God 
from the bottom of my heart, 
that I could ftill walk, tho’ bare- 
footed. How much better is it. 
thought I, to be without fhoes 
than legs ! If this poor man could 
recoverhis legs, how extatic would 
be his joy though he fhould have 
no fhoes.” 





Religion— Mistaken views of it. 


One caufe which impedes the 
reception of religion, even among 
tue well difpofed, is that garment 
of fadnefs in which peopie delight 
to fuppofe her drefled ; and that 
life of hard, pining abfinence, 
which they pretend the enjoins on 
her difciples—And it were well 
if this were only the mifreprefen- 
tation of her declared enemies ; 
but unhappily, it is the two fre. 
quent mifconception of her injudi- 
cious friends. But fuch an over 
charged picture is not more una- 
miable than it is unlike; for I 
will venture to affirm, that Reli- 
gion, with all her beautiful and 
becoming fanctity, impofes fewer 
facrifices, not only of rational, but 
of pleafurable enjoyment, than the 
uncontrolled dominion of what- 
ever vice. Her fervice is not on- 
ly perfect fafety, but perfect free- 
dom. She is not fo tyrannizing 
as Paffion, fo exacting as the world, 
nor fo defpoiic as Fafhion. Let 
us try the cafe by a parallel 


and examine it, not as affectin 

our virtue, but our pleafure — 
Does Religion forbid the cheerful 
enjoyments of life, as rigoroufly as 
Avarice forbids them? Does fhe 
require fuch facrifices of our eafe, 
as Ambition; or fuch renuncia- | 
tions of our quiet as Pride ? Does 
Devotion murder sleep, like Diffi- 
pation ? Does fhe deftroy Health, 
Hke Intemperance? Does she an. 
nihilate Fortune, like Gambling ? 
Does fhe embitter life, like Dif. 
cord or abridge it like Duelling ? 
Does Religion impofe more vigi« 
lance than Sufpicion ; or half as 
many mortifications as Vanity? 
Vice has her martyrs; the moft 
auitere and afcetick (who mif- 
takes the genious of Chriftianity 
almost as much as her enemy} 
never tormented himfelf with 
fuch cruel and cauflefs feverity, 
as that. with which Envy lacerates 
her unhappy votaries. Worldly 
Honor obliges us to be at the 
trouble of refenting injuries, but 
Religion {pare us that inconve- 
nience, by cemmanding us to for- 
give them; and by this injunétion, 
con{ults our happinefs no lefs 
than our virtue; for the torment 
of conftantly hating any muit be 
at Jeaft equal to the fim of it. If 
this eftimate be fairly made, then 
is the balance clearly on the fide 


of Religion even in the article of 
pleafure 





A faft anfwer turneth away wrath. 


THE horfe of a pious man 
living in Maffachufetts, happening 
to stray into the road, a neighbor 
of the man who owned the horfe 
put him in the pound and then 
told the owner what he had done ; 
‘and if I catch him in the road,’ 
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faid he, ¢ Pil do itagain.” Neigh- 
or,’ replied the other, ‘ not long 
fince I looked out of my window 
in the night, and faw your cattle 
in my mowing ground, and [ 
drove them out and shut them in 
your yard ; and J’// do tt again,’ 
Struck with the reply, the man 
liberated the horfe from the 
pound, and paid the charges 
himfelf. 





Charity likethe fun, brightens 
every object on which it fhines ; a 
ceniorious dispofition cafts every 
charaéter into the darkeft fhade it 
will bear. 
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We learn that the good work is 
fiill going on in Boflon, ard that a 
number of focieties are refrefbed with 
the genial fhowers of grace. No 
doubt but that many have read the 
heart cheering accounts of the remark- 
able out pourings of the Holy Spirit, 
with anxious folicitude, hoping that 
the feaports as well as the towns in 
the interior (which have more gene- 
rally of late been thus fignalized ) may 
feare inthe fame rich bleffing. Let 
fuch, continue to hope and pray, and 
he that never flumbers nor fleeps will 


hear—the fet time to favor Zion 
avill come. 
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Elders ordained in the Eaft Confer- 
ence N. Ye fince the returns. 


Elders Ifaac Soul, 
Leonard Rexford, 

Daniel Call, 

Edward H. Peavey. 
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We underftand that there isa 
good work in Wolfborough, El- 
der Fernald has recently baptized 
3 there, and the work is making 
its appearance in different parts of 
the town—the Lord has raifed up 
a young brother (Jofeph Banfield) 
whofe gift is protitable to the peo- 
ple in that place. 





Revival in Middlebury.—-By a 
letter from Mr. Ebenezer Brown, 
it appears there is’a gracious res 
vival of religion, in Middlebury, 
Vt. He fays,— The moft hard- 
ened offenders came to the altar 
laft Tuefday evening feeking for- 
givenefs, and defiring an intereft 
in the prayers of God’s people. 
It was an awful time. I never 
witnefled fo mighty a revelation 
of the power of God; and yet 
the moft perfect order prevailed, 
and all was folemn as the houfe 
of death! Indeed order and fo. 
lemnity characterize every meet. 
ing for the public worfhip of 
God.—About fifty have been ad- 
ded to our church fince my refi- 
dence here, one of which is the 
high-fheriff of the county.” 





Prayer Meetings.—I look upon 
prayer meetings as the moft profi- 
table exercife, excepting the pub- 
lic preaching, in which chriftians 
canengage. They have a direct 
tendancy to kill a worldly, trifling 
{pirit, and to draw down a divine 
bleffing upon all our concerns, 
compole differences, and enkindle 
(at leaft maintain,) the flames of 
divine love amongit brethren. 

[John Newton. } 
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VERSES, 


BY M. MONTGOMERY. 


Go, take the wings ef morn, 
And fly beyond the utmoft [ea ; 
Thou thait not see! thyfelf forlorn, 
Thy God is still with thee ; 
And where his Spirit bids thee dweil, 
There, and there only, thou are well, 


 Forsake thy father land, 
Kindred, and friends and pleasant home. 
Oer many a rude, Barbarian strand 
in exile though thou ream, 
: Valk there with God, and thou shelt find 
. Doub'e for ali thy faith rosign’d. 


Launch boldly on the serge; 

And, ina light and sragile batk, 

4 Thy pach throngh floed and tempest urge 
Like Noah ia the Ark ; 

Thea tread, like him, a mow werld’s shore, 

Thine altar build, and God adore. 


Leave our Jerusaiem, 
Jehovah’siempls aad Hie rest; 
Go, witcre no Sabbath broke on them 
Whom Pazan gloom oppress’d ; 
Till bright, though late, around their [fes, 
The Gctpe.-dawn awoke in (miles, 





Amiitft that dawn, from far, 
Be thine expatted preivnge thown, 
Rife on them, like the morning-ttar, 
In glory—not thine own ; 
And tell them, white they hail the figit, 
Who turned thy darene/s into light, 


‘Tell them. His hovering ra-’s 
Already gild their occan’s brim, 
Ere lofig oer heaven and earth to blaze : 
Dircct ail eyes to Him, 
; The Sun of Righteoutne’s, who brings 
Mercy and healing on ls wings. 


Nor thuu dildain to teach, 
TG favage hordes, celeitial truth: ; 
&. ‘To infant tongues thy mother’s fpeech, 
Ennovilig arts. to youth ; 
‘Tyjl warriors fling their arms afide, 
O’er bloodiefs fie ds the plough to guide. 





Addreffed to G: Bennet en hie vilit to the South Seas. 


Train them, by patient toil, 
To rule the waves, fubdue the ground, 
Enrich themfelves with Nature’s fpoil, 
With harveft-trophies crowned ; 
Till corat reefs, midft defert {cas, 
Become the true Hefperides. 


Thus, then, in peaee depart; 
And angels guide thy foorfteps !—Ne ; 
There is a feeiing in the heart 
‘That will not let thee go; 
¥et, yo—chy fpirit hays with me, 
Yet, go—my fpirit goes with thee ! 


Though the wide wor!d between 
Our fret cong!obe its (slid mafs ; 
Though land and waters intervene, 
Which I mult never pafs ; 
"Phough day and night, with thee be chang’d, 
Scafons rever{ed, and clime eftrang’d— 


Yet, ane in foul , and ene 
In faith, and hope, and purpofe yet; 
God’s watnefs in the heavens, yon fun, 
Forbid thee to forget 
Thofe fram whofe eyes his orb retires, 
When thine his morning beauty fires ! 


When tropic gloom returns, 
Mark what new ttarstheir vigils keep; 
How glares the Wolf, the Phenix burns ; 
And. on a itormflets deep, 
The “hip of heavea—the patriarcl’s Dove ; 
‘Phe caablem of redecming love.* 


While thef enchané thine eye, 
Oh think how often we have watk’d, 
Giz’d om the giorics of our sky— 
Of higher g'ories talk’d ; 
Till owr heaps caught ak ndiing ray, 
And burnd wiathinus by the way. 


‘Fhofe hours, thofe walks, are paft ! 
We part—and ne’cr again may meet j 
Why are the joys that will not laf, 
So perithingly fweet? 

Farewell! we fureiy meet again, 

In life or death ; farewell til then. 


# The conftellation calied Crux, or the Crofierss 





i APPOLNTMENT, 
A General Meeting is to be holden in Stow, Vt. the 3d Saturday 
and Sabbath in January next. 
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